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Fire Fighting on L. I. 


The Long Island Historical So- 
ciety has published an eight-page 
folder entitled Outline of the His- 
tory of Fire Fighting on Long 
Island, compiled by Harriet Stry- 
ker-Rodda. It is being distributed 
in connection with the daily exhibit 
(Tuesdavs through Saturdays, ex- 
cept holidays) of historic fire 
fighting apparatus and _ related 
items at the Society’s headquarters, 
128 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn. 
Admission free. 


Lake Ronkonkoma Tide 


I wonder if some Forum reader 
would shed some light on the rise 
and fall of tide at Lake Ronkon- 
koma. Years ago when I was a boy 
I often heard from the older folks 
that, the lake took seven years to 
rise and seven years to fall. Since 
then I have not heard it mentioned 
nor seen it in print. Is it fact or 
legend ? 

Richard B. Foster 
Southampton 


Note: The Forum would appre- 
ciate hearing from some reader on 
this subject, and also on the lake’s 
alleged underground outlet to the 
sea. Editor. 


Rebert R. Coles’ “The Senlotur- 
ing cf Long Island,” in the Decem- 
ber Forum, was intensely interest- 
ing, and I look forward to receiv- 
ing his pamphlet on “The Geoloev 
of Tong Jcland.” Mrs. Emily B. 
Steffens, Sheffield, Mass. 





Village House, Orient 


This stately old house in the vil- 
lage of Orient is owned and oper- 
ated as a museum by the Oyster- 
ponds Historical Society which ac- 
quired the property just ten years 
ago. After being thoroughly re- 
stored, it was first opened to the 
public on July 7, 1945, as a memor- 
ial to the men and women of the 
community, once known as Oyster- 
ponds, who had served this country 
in the Second World War. Since 
then every summer it has been 
one of the principal points of his- 
toric interest at the east end of 
the island to attract tourists and 
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Gardiners Island in the 1890's 


FISHERMEN from East 
Marion set their traps 
all along the shores of Gard- 
iner’s Island, and some of 
them built cottages on the 
bluffs or in the valleys. 

These cottages were neat 
and well kept, but because 
they were small and cheaply 
constructed they were called 
shanties or fish houses. 

My first visit to the Island 
was in the year 1890. I was a 
guest of Henry Rackett, who 
was about three years my se- 
nior. He was the son of Cap- 
tain Clinton Rackett, who 
lived three houses east of our 
little farm and homestead. 

My visit of two weeks was 
a most wonderful experience. 
The Island was so different 
from my birthplace in East 
Marion, which was auite flat 
and all under cultivation. I felt 
as if I were a long way from 
home; though it was less 
than twenty miles. 

Here there were high hills 


Capt. Eugene S. Grifing 


Editor’s Note 

Captain Griffing, now retired 
and living in Florida, well remem- 
bers his early years as an east end 
commercial fisherman although 
successiul careers as Luilding con- 
tractor and banker lie between. 
His previous Forum stories have 
brought many favorable comments. 


and rough shore lines, with 
vast reaches of pastureland, 
a square mile of dense woods 
just north of the manor 
house. Wild deer, pheasants, 


quail; black ducks in the 
ponds were very plentiful. 
Also wild turkeys at oe 
time. 

Several large salt water 
ponds, viz: Goose’ Pond, 


Home Pond, Tobaccolot Pond 
and Bostwick Pond were 


stocked with hard clams, sca!- 
lops, eels and fish. 

Fish hawks in great nu™- 
bers built their nests on the 
tops of large rocks on the 
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Unloading Fish at Greenport 


Sketched and Etched by Joseph P. DiGemma 


shores, and sometimes beyond 
the shore line, also in the tree 
tops. Hundreds of sheep fed 
out on the hills and grass- 
covered fields. 

Blackberries, equal to cul- 
tivated ones, were in abun- 
dance. 


A large herd of cows, also a 
stock tarm. Mr. Gardiner 
raised some famous horses 
which he sold throughout the 
eastern section of New York 
State. Clark T. Lansphear, of 
East Marion, a retired Fulton 
Fish Market man, bought one, 
which was a beautiful horse 
and very fast; also Anton 
Furst and Sons, a fine pair of 
farm horses, to be used on 
their most productive farm. 

Jim (a negro) was the 
foreman of the stcck farm 
and very competent; he was 
held in great esteem by John 
Lyon Gardiner and family for 
his ability and faithfu'ness. 


Upon request Jim was al- 
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ways glad to show his best 
horses to visitors, especially 
the fishermen who lived on 
the Island in their fish 
houses; which I will later de- 
scribe. 

Mr. Gardiner was very 
glad to have the fishermen 
located in their various spots 
along the coastline. He said 
their presence was the equi- 
valent of a watchman, for 
they very often kept the 
poachers from landing on the 
Island. These thieves would 
land in the dark of night, 
steal sheep, kill black ducks 
and dig clams. In fact, any- 
thing they could get away 
with before the break of day. 

In later years when the 
Island was under lease to F. 
Augustus Schermerhorn for 
hunting purposes things were 
different. 

Mr. Schermerhorn employ- 
ed a Hiram Miller and his 
wife to watch over and feed 
the game with which he had 
stocked the Island. 

A high observatory tower 
was built, and by the use of 
an excellent spy glass either 
Mr. Miller or his wife would 
spot a strange boat in the 
offing very quickly. 

On one occasion I saw Mr. 
Miller come galloping over 
the hills to Eagle Field Point, 
on his fine horse, with his 
trusty rifle over his shoulder. 
He arrived about the same 
time a poacher started to 
land. The intruder changed 
his mind very quickly. 

Except around the Manor 
House, which was of course 
the center of all activities, all 
was peace and quietness, like 
a Sunday stillness. A very 
primitive place, just where 
you could expect to find little 
Jody Baxter fishing and 
dreaming, the little hero of 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawling’s 
book, “The Yearling.” 

There were five locations 
where the Captain and some 
of his crew lived ashore in 
their cottages, as described in 
the beginning of this article. 
The fishing season began the 
latter part of March and all 


Continued on page 134 
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Swallows On the 2Beaches 


BETWEEN April Fools’ Day 

and Election Day swal- 
lows are almost as familiar to 
the outer beach as sea gulls. 
I was going to say “from April 
Fools’ Day to Thanksgiving” 
but that for the usual year 
would be stretching things a 
bit. More than half a year 
swallows are most numerous 
on the beach. 

I think four kinds of swal- 
lows come to our shore—tree, 
bank, barn and cliff. The tree 
swallow is the first to arrive 
and stays with us the longest. 
The males appear almost as 
soon as spring decides to liven 
things up and each one pro- 
ceeds to stake out his own ter- 
ritorial claim. It takes about 
a month to clear the title to 
claims by driving off all con- 
tenders. Then the females ar- 
rive and the home touch is 
everywhere evident. 

The four kinds of swallows 
—tree, bank, barn and cliff— 
have much in common. They 
are insect eaters, their bills 
are small and triangular, their 
mouths are large, their legs 
are short and weak, their feet 
are adapted only to clutching 
as on a perch, their tails al- 
ways have twelve feathers and 
the two outside ones are al- 
ways the longest, their wings 
have tremendous power and 
flexibility and when folded 
against the bodies extend to 
the tip of the tail feathers or 
beyond. 

There is one other common 
characteristic of the four 
kinds of swallows—a friendli- 
ness to man. They seem to 
understand that man takes 
their part in the everlasting 
struggle against the English 
Sparrow. The sparrow is de- 
termined to drive out the 
swallow and man alone ap- 
pears interested in blocking 
the effort. The swallows ap- 
parently have grasped this 
fact and on account of it take 
pleasure in nearness to man. 


Swallows have migratory 


Julian Denton Smith 


Editor’s Note 


Mr. Smith, for many years 
secretary-treasurer of the Nassau 
County Historical Society as well 
as being the secretary of the Long 
Island Horticultural Society, is na- 
tural history editor of the Forum. 


habits all their own. Usually 
birds fly at night and rest by 
day, fly long jumps and stick 
to more or less straight traf- 
fic lanes as they move from 
south to north and back again. 
Swallows fly by day and in 
short hops or steps. They rest 
at night, often using the very 
same trees and shrubs or mea- 
dow sites generation after 
generation. Their travel lanes 
are far from straight since 
swallows will not fly across 
large bodies of water; they fly 
around them. That is rather 
unusual as swallows are not 
afraid of water. Frequestly 
they spend most of their lives 
skimming over water or pa- 
trolling waterways in an eter- 




































nal quest for insects on the 
wing. 

Migrating swallows do not 
move in great flocks although 
they may gather in huge as- 
semblages. They like to travel 
along slowly and in smalé 
groups. This accounts for 
their apparent long stay at 
migratory stations. The gen- 
eral population seems to re- 
main fairly stationary as the 
small individual groups are 
constantly coming and going. 

Surely we have all thrilled 
to the flight of swallows. 
Their wings are capable of 
every maneuvre imaginable. 
It is remarkable how quickly 
the young master the intri- 
cate art of flight as practiced 
by swallows. They seem to be 
no more than out of the nest 
before they are performing 
with complete ease and grace 
the infinite and varied detail 
of swallow aerial activity. 

This wild, swift, darting, 
figured flight is not amuse- 
ment or pastime for the swal- 





LONG ISLAND FORUM 


lows; it is the serious business 
of putting bread on the table. 
They are chasing food in the 
form of flying insects. Days 
when the air pressure lets in- 
sects fly high, the swallows 
are away up there, too. Insects 
that hold to the surface of the 
water also find the swallows 
on top of them. Any place 
where insects fly the swallows 
will be there hunting a meal. 

I was surprised to come 
upon an analysis of the stom- 
ach contents of Cliff Swallows 
—flies, mosquitoes, gnats, 
dragon-flies, spiders, all sorts 
of bugs, plant lice, ants, 
wasps, yellow-jackets, and 
beetles. With very minor vari- 
ation this is the menu of 
swallows. As a general rule 
the young are fed only the 
softer-bodied insects for such 
things as wasps and beetles 
would be pretty tough on im- 
mature digestive tracts. 

Those early-arriving male 
Tree Swallows must have a 
hard time finding insects for 
food. Frequently those early 
ones appear when the frost is 
scarcely out of the ground. 
At that time there are a few 
cold-weather insects which fly 
down close to the snow. The 
sun warms sides of trees, 
fences, posts and buildings 
and in such places will be 
found a few more insects and 
an occasional fly. If worse 
comes to worse perhaps a few 
bayberries still hold to the 
bushes. 

Anything which slows up 
the insect life alters the diet 
of swallows. In the fall’s cool- 
er weather and shorter days 
the insect population is re- 
duced. At that time the bay- 
berries have ripened and the 
swallows gather to strip the 
bushes of the berries. They 
are not seed eaters as that 
would likely entail feeding on 
the ground and their feet are 
not fitted at all for walking. 

How swallows do enjoy long 
runs of telephone or electric 
wires! Late afternoons and 
early evenings they collect 
side by side on the electric 
wires stretched across the 
meadows parallel to the Wan- 
tagh State Parkway. Their 
combined weight, like snow 


1206 


and ice loads, must be a factor 
the utility companies have to 
reckon. 


I like to watch swallows 
gathering on wires. Some 
seem very polite and respect- 
ful of others’ rights. But 
many are entirely without 
courtesies and considerations. 
These will disrupt the com- 
posure and calm of a whole 
line of swallows until they 
have helped themselves to the 
most desirable position or 
have been met with as stub- 
born resistance as their own 
offensive. I always feel the 
swallows have hoodlums, too. 


At any time on a nize fall 
day the air over the beach 
dunes will seem filled with 
flocks of swallows whirling, 
sweeping up and down, circ- 
ling, or darting headlong 
away. Then suddenly they are 
not to be seen but their chat- 
te. continues to fill the air. 
They will be found climbing 
and thrashing through plume 
grass and bayberry thickets. 
Soon they are off in the air 
again. It seems to me they 
scare and flush all the insects 
out and up into the air and 
then chase them. 


When the swallows sudden- 
ly disappear and their chatter 
ceases, they can usually be 
found standing quietly on the 
level sand between the dunes. 
They are resting. Unexpected- 
ly one takes off into the air 
and is promptly followed by 
the entire flock. They will 
swirl away out of sight in 
their wild, careening, dodging, 
darting flight. 


Time goes slower on the 
beach after those last Tree 
Swallows have headed south! 
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‘Wampum “Was elore han eNloney 


AMPUM was almost like 
charm to the Long Is- 

land Indian, and he prized it 
far above gold or silver. While 
recognized as a medium of ex- 
change in early colonial times, 
its value to the Indian was far 
greater than was the coinage 
of the white man. Because of 
this our Indians often fought 
bloody wars for its possession. 


In view of the numerous re- 
ferences to wampum contained 
in the writings of the early 
settlers, and the records of its 
use among the Indians and be- 
tween them and the whites, 
it is interesting to observe 
how little of the finished pro- 
duct has been recovered here 
by the archeologists. 

While there is abundant evi- 
dence that large quantities of 
wampum were produced by 
our Indians, it is apparent 
that somebody was highly suc- 
cessful in depleting the supply 
on the island. This is very un- 
fortunate, because if our In- 
dians can be credited with 
having made any single out- 
standing contribution to the 
culture of their time, it was in 
the manufacture of this item 
which was so much in demand 
among the tribes of the Atlan- 
tic coast and inland. 

One indication of its impor- 
tance in those days may be 
inferred from the fact that 
many of the names for Long 
Island mentioned in the deeds 
and other transactions be- 
tween the Indians and the 
whites were associated with 
its reputation as an important 
source of wampum. One of 
these was “Seawanhacky”, 
which may ke broadly inter- 
preted as meaning, “island of 
shells.”” Another was “Matou- 
wac,” or “country of the ear- 
shell,” and a third was ‘Pau- 
manock,”’ which meant, “land 
of tribute.” 

This last, Paumanock, furn- 
ishes a valuable clue to the 
manner in which much of the 
wampum disappeared from 
the island. In his History of 
Long Island, Thompson relates 
that at one time the Montauks 


Robert R. Coles 


were subdued by the Pequots, 
of Connecticut, and compelled 
to pay them an annual tribute. 
Whatever other items may 
have been included in this 
tribute, it is almost certain 
that wampum was very near 
the top of the list. 

The records also indicate 
that the English were not en- 
tirely guiltless in this respect. 
In his Journal, of 1637, Gov- 
ernor Winthrop wrote: “The 
Indians sent in many Pequots’ 
heads and hands from Long 
Island and other places, and 
sachems from Long Island 
came voluntarity, and brought 
tribute to us of twenty fa- 
thoms of wampum each of 
them.” 

It is also known that the 
Canarsie Indians, living on the 
western end of the island, 
were at one time compelled to 
pay an annual tribute of wam- 
pum and dried clams to the 
Mohawks. Tradition has it 
that after the arrival of the 
Dutch these Indians felt safe 
from attack and did not make 
their annual tribute. This so 
infuriated the Mohawks that 
they dispatched a party of 


warriors who attacked the 
Canarsies with disastrous re- 
sults. From these and other 
items found in the records of 
the times it is very evident 
that Long Island’s reputation 
as a wampum mint was paid 
for by her Indians with blood. 

Wampum was _ fashioned 
from shells gathered along the 
shore, and was generally of 
two kinds. White beads were 
usually made from the coiled 
inner part of the whelk, a 
large snail that is still plenti- 
ful between the high and low 
water marks on many of our 
beaches. There were also black 
or purple beads which the 
Indians made from the dark 
part of the shell of the hard- 
shelled clam. 

Although finished wampum 
is extremely rare on the island 
today, we sometimes discover 
caches of whelk shells that the 
I: dians had apparently stored 
for use in the manufacture of 
white beads. In some cases 
these have had the outer por- 
tion removed, with only the 
coiled inner part remaining. 

Since the purple or black 
beads were made from a much 
harder material, and were 

Continued on page 129 
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Village House 
Continued from page 122 


visitors from other parts of the 
nation. 

Village House is more than a 
museum and the headquarters of 
the local historical society. Its an- 
cient timbers, hand-hewn from the 
native trees of Southold Town; ics 
hand-wrought nails, its lumber and 
masonry are products of local arti- 
sans of more than 150 years ago. 
It was the Griffin homestead dur- 
ing the whaling era when many 
men of the North Fork went to 
sea on sailing ships. 

Beneath the broad flat roof of 
the old homestead Augustus Grif- 
fin wrote his historic work which 
was published in 1857 as Griffin’s 
Journal. .The author was ninety 
years old then, and had been col- 
lecting data for this now very rare 
volume since his early thirties. 
Meanwhile he had served Oyster- 
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ponds and other communities as a 
schoolmaster; had dealt in real 
estate; had been an auctioneer and 
had owned and operated Oyster- 
ponds’ general store. 

Anyone interested in Americana, 
especially items having to do with 
local, county and island history, 
will find it worth their while to 
visit Orient’s Village House which 
is open from July 4 to October 31 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays from two to five p.m. 
and no admission is charged. 

The charter president of the So- 
ciety was George R. Latham who 
served a number of successive 
terms and is now the curator. The 
current president is Edwin H. King 
and the other officers Winthrop 
Kellogg, vice-president; Helen E. 
Harrington, secretary; Burton C. 
Rackett, treasurer; Melita Hoff- 
man and Warren Vail, assistant 
curators; Wayland Jefferson, his- 
torian; Nelson Chapman, catalo- 
guer, and directors: Dr. Armand 
Rose, Conover Thomas, Mrs. Edgar 
Brown, Paul Van Valkenburg, Mrs. 
a Young Jr. and Mrs. John 

uir. 


Phineas Davis and Descendanis 


We have received a copy of 
a neatly printed book entitled 
“Phineas Davis of Long Island and 
Descendants” compiled by Ruth 
Davis Ferris of Fort Collins, Col- 
orado, from data collected by her 
father, the late Lester Roscoe 
Davis, M. D. Phineas Davis was 
born in 1731 in Brookhaven town, 
and died in 1793. The book con- 
tains a well prepared genealogy. 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 
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We Have Our Skunks 


A reader has asked if there are 
any skunks (the four-legged var- 
iety) on Long Island. \es indeed. 
We have seen them, smelled them 
and once almost wrecked a car 
to avoid one on Montauk highway 
near Brookhaven. Also we still 
have woodchucks as well as ’pos- 
sums. Editor. 


Shelter Island Windmill 
Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood's 
story on The Shelter Island Wind- 
mill, with its picture, (February 
Forum) reminds me that one of its 
later owners was Captain Smith 
Baldwin, brother of my mother, 
Frances M. Baldwin Cartwright, 
while his wife Marion Cartwright 
was the sister of my father, Paul 
Anderson Cartwright. 
Mrs. H. J. Robinson 
Center Moriches 











The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-1688 AM 4-3140 




















Schrafel Motors, Inc. 
NASH Sales and Service 
NEW and USED CARS 
Merrick Road, West Amityville 
Leo F. Schrafel AM 4-23 06 




















The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1 to5 P.M. 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 
Realtors Flushing, N.Y, 
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First Mortgage Loans 








| Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 


Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


Insured Savings 


2?% Dividend 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 





— 
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Wampum 
Continued from page 127 


therefore more difficult to 
fashion into a bead-like form 
and perforate, they were con- 
sidered more valuable than 
the white. It is known that 
both the Dutch and English 
established the equivalent val- 
ue of wampum in terms of 
their own money and often 
used it among themselves in 
addition to their established 
coinage. At one time three 
purple or black beads were 
valued at one penny, Engl’sh 
money, or one stuyver of 
Dutch. The white beads were 
worth half this amount. This 
rate differed, however, from 
time to time. 

As I have previously stated, 
our Indians considered their 
wampum of far greater value 
than simply as a medium of 
exchange. It was worn for 
personal adornment by both 
the squaws and braves. When 
thus used its quality and 
quantity were recognized as 
evidence of the  wearer’s 
wealth and prestige, much as 
we consider fine furs and ex- 
pensive jewelry today. 

When woven into belts, of- 
ten with appropriate designs, 
it served to confirm treaties 
between groups of Indians or 
between the Indians and the 
settlers. Its symbolic use on 
such occasions was considered 
ot great signifigance to the 
Indians. Indeed, they looked 
upon such agreements as were 
not so confirmed as being 
“empty” and not binding to 
either party. Wampum also 
served another purpose. 
Strings of beads were often 
presented by an orator at an 
important gathering to em- 
phasize the sincerity of each 
proposition set forth. 

In addition to these uses 
wampum was frequently sent 
with messages as a token of 
good faith. If returned, the 
gesture was interpreted as an 
indication that the contents 
of the message were unaccept- 
able. It was also used at times 
to pacify an injured party or 
to placate the bereaved in the 
case of a_murder. 


Before the introduction of 


metal awls and other imple- 
ments of iron, the manufac- 
ture of this item must have 
required great skill and end- 
less hours of labor. In addition 
to its value in every other 
way, Wampum represented a 
considerable expenditure of 
energy and patience on the 
part of the manufacturer, and 
was therefore considered by 
the Indians with the respect 
it demanded. 

When we consider these 
things it is not in the least 
surprising that our Indians 
valued it far above the so- 
called “iron money” of the 
white settlers. 

While wampum continued in 
use as a medium of exchange 
for some years after the ar- 
rival of the colonists, glass 
beads were soon adopted by 
the Indians for the decoration 
of their clothing. 

Historians relate that the 
whites attempted, on several 
occasions, to crash the wam- 
pum market and at times 
seem to have been fairly 
successful. One instance of 
this occurred as late as the 
eighteen-thirties, as told by 
Gabriel Furman, in his “An- 
tiquities of Long Island.” He 
wrote as follows: 

“The best wampum is 
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formed of the heart of the 
clam shell, and even to this 
day wampum is manufactured 
on this island to be sent to the 
Indians in the Western States 
and Territories for the pur- 
poses both of a circulating 
medium and of conventions 
and treaties. In the summer of 
1831, several bushels of wam- 
pum were brought from Baby- 
lon, on this island, and the 
person who had them stated 
that he had procured them for 
an Indian trader, and that he 
was in the habit of supplying 
them. This wampum was 
bored but not strung.” 

By that time the few scat- 
tered remnants of the Long 
Island Indians had completely 
forgotten the ancient art of 
wampum making and were far 
more concerned with accum- 
ulating as much of the white 
man’s “iron money” as they 
could induce their way. 


Long Island Naturalist 


The Spring 1955 issue of The 
Long Island Naturalist, published 
by the Baldwin Bird Club, recently 
issued, is a great credit to this very 
active organization. The contri- 
butors of articles in this issue are 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Way Teale, 
Heathcote and Sambra M. Kimball, 
John J. Elliott, Roy Latham, 
Martha Meinke, I. C. G Cooper, 
and Edmund Morgan. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
90 Broadway Tel. Hicksville 600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 

Peconic, Shinneecock Bays. 








Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 











Tel. FReeport 8-0495 


PATTERSON - MILLER, 
Inc. 
APPRAISERS 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Brokers 
24 So. Grove St. Freeport, N. Y. 














Savings Accounts opened | 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 








Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Railroad “Vet” Recalls 


In the May 1955 number of the 
Forum Harry B. Squires wonders 
how many readers remember the 
Cannon Ball and Cape Horn trains 
of the LIRR. Here is one reader 
who rode the Cape Horn train 
from Eastport to Greenport on 
April 3, 1898, and on other occa- 
sions. It ran then between Sag 
Harbor and Greenport connecting 
with trains on the south side at 
Eastport. In addition to the Cannon 
Ball, James Eichorn also ran that 
train at one time, and during the 
passing years many other en- 
gineers have run the Cannon Ball. 


I do not know when the Sun- 
rise Special began running but 
from a June 1927 number of the 
LIRR Bulletin I learned that the 
railroad was making special efforts 
to advertise it, one of them by 
painting a rising sun on the tender 
of engine 21 which hauled it. That 
was a daily train, and in that year 
they were to put on an all Pullman 
train to be called The Montauk 
Special which ran eastward on Fri- 
day afternoons and westward on 
Monday mornings. 


On summer weekends in the 
1920s and 30s travel on all 
branches of the road was very 
heavy. Engineer Frank Smith told 
me that he once took a train of 
fourteen parlor cars to Montauk 
and made good time until he began 
to stop at platforms much too 
short for such a long train. 

Samuel F. Prince, who was Supt. 
of Motive Power on the LIRR in 
1897 was bery fond of running 
trains himself. He lived in Brook- 
lyn and more than once he boarded 
engine 90, on which the writer was 
a fireman, and ran the train from 
Flatbush Ave. Station to Morris 
Park, where his office was located. 
I have also seen him bring Mon- 
tauk trains into Jamaica with En- 
gineer Brennan, or perhaps Gil 
Corey, sitting behind him. 

John Tooker, Babylon 


Edwin Way Teale Honored 


I have read in the press that 
Long Island’s distinguished natur- 
alist, Edwin Way Teale of Bald- 
win, was signally honored by his 
native city, Joliet, Ill., when he 
visited there some weeks ago. His 
high school class of 1918, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Public 
Library which has a collection of 
his books, and, in fact, local resi- 
dents as a whole paid him great 
tribute at a luncheon, a civic din- 
ner and a mass meeting in the city 
auditorium. Bravo! 

(Mrs.) Clare Dickstein, 








I enjoy the Forum both at Vero 
Beach, Florida, and on L. I. I liked 
the Major Weekes story as I lived 
at Douglaston for 48 years. John 
C. Gabler, Miller Place. 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
185 Main Street 
Tel. POrt Washington 7-3124 





Commack 
Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 





Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Ine. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 











Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 


M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 


Telephone GLen Cove 4-0491 
Bay Shore 














Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
83 E.Main,BayShore 7-0876 & 0877 


Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Isliz 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 











W. E. MAGEE, Ine. | 
Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 

Robert Snyder 
MOhawk 1-2600 





Babylon 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. | 








AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7.W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave, 
For Westbury and Vicinity 





Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 


Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 














East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 
North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


"BENT WEJT 








Real Estate - Insurance 
EAST /JETAUKET 
ae island, New York 

] 1.101 Setauket td 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0876 




















He Bawled Out T. R. 


When I, as plumber’s helper in 
my ’teens, was working for the 
late J. V. Southard of Babylon I 
accompanied him to Sagamore Hill, 
the Oyster Bay home of President 
Theodore Roosevelt, to help with 
a job on the estate’s dock, being 
done by Thomas E. Baldwin, Oyster 
Bay contractor. There one even- 
ing, Mr. Roosevelt told us an 
amusing story. 

It seems that when he was a 
young man, he was rowing out be- 
fore daybreak one morning to do 
some duck-hunting, when his 
gunning skiff ran plump _ into 
something pretty solid. As he knew 





there were no rocks thereabouts, 
he began wondering what he had 
struck in the darkness. 

He didn’t have to wait long for 
out of the darkness came a loud 
voice whose owner certainly knew 
all the words that seldom got into 
print in those days. As the fear- 
less T. R. recognized the voice as 
that of one Sam Hawks, a local 
bayman who was best left alone, 
he quickly pulled away without 
being seen, and Bayman Hawkins 
never knew that he had cussed out 
the future President of the United 
States. 

Benjamin T. Ebbets 
Copiague 


Babylon Flagpole 


I have heard it said that the 
village flagpole on Montauk high- 
way in Babylon was originally the 
mast of one of America’s cup de- 
fenders. Could you tell me which 
one? 

Horace S. Hawkins 
Jamaica 

According to John Tooker of 
Babylon who is an authority on 
local history, the flagpole in ques- 
tion, which was dedicated in 1917, 
was intended as a mast for the 
yacht Yankee but was discarded as 
unsuitable without being used. It 
was then presented to the village 
of Babylon. Incidentally, the pole 
has recently been found too weak 
at the base to fly a flag and has 
been removed. Editor. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 








Wantagh 





W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 





Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 


ao ORTON 
BULKLEY & HORTON (0. 
(7 OFFICES) 
‘Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization"’ 
721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 























**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


PAtchogue 8-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
Riverhead 8-2943 HEmpstead 2-3966 
BAbylon 6-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 7-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 








Sutolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Miller Place 


ALFRED E. BEYER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Member, Suffolk Real Estate Board 
North Country Road Miller Place 
Tel. POrt Jefferson 8-1204 


Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 

















EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Robert A. Dodd 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 


RAYMOND A. SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 




















Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
T elephone 4-1440 














INSURANCE 
Ask 


EDWARDS 


The Oldest Agency 
for Miles Around 
Phones 
SAyville 4-2107 - 4-2108 














GLEN FLOORS 


FRED CAPOBIANCO 
Broadloom - Linoleum 
Tile 
Shades and Blinds 


BABYLON GLEN COVE 
HICKSVILLE 
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Interesting Moments 


It was with great pleasure that 
I was introduced to the Long 
Island Forum last Fall by my 
close friend and former colleague, 
Dr. Charles A. Huguenin, and I 
have certainly regretted that I 
did not know it sooner. 

Speaking as one who holds a 
graduate degree in American His- 
tory, I certainly would like to com- 
pliment you on the high degree of 
scholarship maintained in the var- 
ious articles. Thanks for the many 
interesting moments your publi- 
eation has brought us. 

Alan Robertson 
Bayside 

Note: We also have the assur- 
ance that Mr. Robertson (A. M., 
Harvard) will submit °n article 
himself in the near future. 


Correction 


The letter by Mrs. Roland C. 
Horton of Cutchogue, in the June 
Forum, entitled “Southold Farm 
Was Bombarded,” gave the im- 
pression that Alvah Mulford was 
her grandfather. He was the grand- 
father of Miss Kathryn Mulford 
Mitchel who had related the facts 
to Mrs. Horton, her cousin. The lat- 
ter has asked us to make this clear. 


Dix at Westhampton Beach 


Without question the first sum- 
mer home built at Westhampton 
Beach, then known as _ Ketcha- 
boneck, was that of General John 
Adams Dix, in 1870. His home, 
Seafield, but more often spoken of 
as the Dix Mansion, still stands on 
the east side of Beach lane, about 
a quarter mile from the ocean. The 
present owner is Mrs. Arthur E. 
Leach of Montclair, N. J., whose 
husband, the late Arthur B. Leach, 
purchased the property many years 
ago. 

My father, the late Edwin B. 
Winters, often told me of the 
General’s first visit here. A well 
grown boy at the time, my father 
was working for Charles Howell, 
a large property owner, who was 
expecting the General on the mid- 
day train from Long Island City. 
As my father hitched up the car- 
riage team, Howell said to him: 
“And who do you think I’m ex- 
pecting? None other than General 
Dix. He’s coming to look at some 
of my property for a summer 
home.” 

Howell met the train and drove 
his visitor about town showing him 
varicus properties and upon re- 
turning to the Howell home for 
lunch, he left Dix at the house 
while he drove to the barn. Mrs. 
Howell. however, left the General 
and followed her husband. 

“Charles, is he going to buy?” 
she asked impatiently. 

“Yes, he is,” reported Howell, 


Continued on next page 


oA LONG ISLAND 
Ulhporth, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7-3646. 








LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Want Old L. I. 


580 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 


Maps, Documents 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 
65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 

















BELLPORT | 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street BEllport 7-0143 














Over 100 Years 


f 


DEPENDABLE 


SERVICE 
TO 
LONG ISLANDERS 








Everything tor Building 


Sites Suffolk 


PLUMBER & SUPPLY 














AMITYVILLE ROSLYN 
HUNTINGTON SMITHTOWN 
LOCUST VALLEY WANT AGH 
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Dix at Westhampton 
Continued From Page 132 


“And he’s paying me $300 an acre 
for land that won’t raise white 
beans.” But one has only to look 
at the place today, with its fine 
green lawn and beautiful garden 
to realize that Mr. Howell was 
mistaken. And the General, who 
built a home shortly thereafter, 
was so taken with Ketchaboneck 
that he eventually became a year- 
round resident and a voter at the 
local polls. Furthermore, in his 
last will and testament he desig- 
nated this village as his home. 

General Dix took an active part 
in local affairs and contributed 
liberally to the Union Chapel for 
use of all three local groups — 
Episcopal, Methodist and Presby- 
terian. The General’s son, the Rev. 
Dr. Morgan Dix, rector of Trinity 
Church in New York, sometimes 
led the Episcopal services which 
were held only during the summer 
months. 

General Dix was one of the most 
prominent Americans of his day. 
President Buchanan appointed him 
Secretary of the Treasury in 1861. 
On July 27th of that year he wired 
his agent at New Orleans these 
historic words: “If any man at- 
tempts to haul down the American 
flag shoot him on the spot.” As a 
Major General he commanded the 


“Seavield” 
ot Westhampton Beach 
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General Dix’s Home, Still Standing 
Sketched by Lois Kimball from 1890 Picture 


Department of the East in 1864 
and following the war served as 
president of the Unicn Pacific Rail- 
road and as Minister to the Court 
of Napolean 3rd in France. His 
service as Governor of New York 
extended from 1873 to 1875. He 
was indeed a soldier, statesman and 
diplomat. 

The tablet to his memory which 
was first placed in the Union 
Chapel has since been removed to 
the local St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church. Besides containing the 
dates of his birth and death it 


reads “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord, Even so saith the 


Spirit.” 
George E. Winters 
Westhampton Beach 


Rare L. I. Books 
Memorial of the Late Hon. David 
S. Jones, containing data on 
Jones Family of Massapequa. By 
W. A. Jones. 1849. 
Historic Long Island (Rufus 
Rockwell Wilson) 1902. 
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MORTGAGE MONEY 
HOME OWNERS 














Mortgage Loans to refinance existing mortgages 


or to purchase and/ or renovate homes 














INDIVIDUAL MORTGAGE HOLDERS 


Existing mortgages purchased or refinanced 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 
RIVERHEAD, 


N. Y. 


RIVERHEAD 8-3600 
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Gardiner’s Island 
Continued from page 124 
the traps were out by Thanks- 
giving Day. 

Captain Clinton Rackett’s 
cottage was located on the 
northeriy side of the Island, 
called Bostwick Bay. It was 
an ideal spot, on a high hill 
overlooking the harbor, with 
a salt water pord at the foot 
of this hill, also a nice cool 
spring of water. Captain 
Rackett kept his small boats 
in the outlet of the pond. This 
saved pulling them upon the 
beach every night. 

The cooking was done in a 
separate building. The cot- 
tage was large enough to 
house the crew; also rooms 
for the family, who always 
spent the summer with the 
Captain. 

I mention this one first, as 
it had the best location of all 
the five. 

Captain Joseph A. Clark 
had his cottage on Cherry 
Hill Point, a good location, 
but very sunny and hot be- 
cause there were no shade 
trees. 

However, a fine southwest 
breeze every afternoon and 
evening made it such a de- 
lightful place that Deacon 
Clark’s mother, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Davis, was a frequent 
visitor. I have no doubt that 
‘many of her sea shell orna- 
ments are still in existence, 
for they were  beautifuliy 
made. 

She was so happy in doing 








TEST-PROVED 


“ROYAL-T’: 
HEARING AID 


Priced at less than 
¥ as much, but per- 
air formance-proved 
equal to 5 leading 
competitive aids 
averaging $268! 


COME IN FOR TEST DETAILS 









Price in 
conduction receiver 
and stock earmold. 


PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


this work, although well ad- 
vanced in years. Aunt Eliza- 
beth was a wonderful woman, 
held in high esteem by all 
who knew her. 

Captain Charles H. Gardin- 
er’s house was on the west 
side of the Island, called 
Cherry Harbor. His cottage 
was on level ground about: 
four feet above sea level, no 
hills or trees for miles around. 
Captain Gardiner rarely ever 
stayed on the Island over the 
Sabbath, as ‘he was an or- 
dained minister and preached 
regularly for several years in 
Hashamomuck, besides filling 
in as a supply preacher in the 
eastern Long Island churches. 
His nephew, Counsellor Leroy 
G. Edwards, now resides in 
East Williston. 


I paid Captain Gardiner 
and his crew a visit one even- 
ing. I was much amused in 
watching Steve Macomber 
patch his trousers with a 
large molasses jug to ho'd 
them in place while he per- 
formed this bit of tailoring. 

Captain Daniel and Frank 
J. Tuthill had a rvgeed loca- 
tion on the east side of the 
Island, iust west of Eacle 
Field Point. Off this point 
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was the best place of all for 
fishing traps. 

They had two fish houses; 
the new one was built in 1896 
ky Aaron Youngs and Brad- 
ley Horton. Captain Frank 
represented the fishermen 
many times in the Legisla- 
ture at Albany. 


The writer of this article 
was Captain of the Oratongo 
for this company; also later 
mate of the Wm. T. Seward. 

The fifth cottage was that 
of Captain Andrus Rackett, 
with his sons Edwin and Win- 
field, located in a ravine of a 
very high and rocky bluff. 
The most rugged and lonesome 
spot of all, situated on the 
stormy northeast side of the 
Island. Very often their 
smack’was forced to run for a 
harbor in the middle of the 
night. 

The Reverend Fenimore 
Cooper and his wife spent 
several summer vacations as 
guests of Captain Edwin and 
his wife Anne Rackett. 


There were other fisher- 
men who set. traps off the 
shores of Gardiner’s Island. 
Cantain Everett and Ernest 
Vail, Captain Dave and Wil- 
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liam Patterson, George Udell, 
Alva Brooks, Eugene Griffing 
and Everett Bennett. These 
captains with their crews 
lived on their smacks. 

On one occasion our smack 
lay at anchor under the lee of 
Gardiner’s Island off Goose 
Pond, waiting for the north- 
west gale to subside. 

Our cook, Wayiand Caul- 
kins, getting rather tired of 
salt beef, suggested we have 
some mutton for a change. 

As Wayland was the oldest 
member of our crew we lis- 
tened to his plan; for we had 
no knowledge of how mutton 
could be lawfully procured in 
this lonely place. 

After a good breakfast of 
flapjacks and molasses, two 
of us agreed to follow the 
leader. 

We walked about five miles 
over the hill to the Manor 
House. Wayland made a re- 
quest to Mr. _ Gardiner, 
through a servant, for the 
purchase of a sheep. Mr. 
Gardiner’s answer was “Take 
a three-year-old’ naming the 
price. (Which I cannot re- 
call). 

On our way back we found 
a large flock of sheep. Our 
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Tel. Amityville 4-1350 
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cook called to them. When 
they pricked up their ears 
we could clearly see the num- 
ber of holes in each ear. 
Three holes indicated the 
three-year-old we had paid 
for. 

This one we caught and 
took it aboard the smack. 

Weyland proved to be not 
omy an excellent cook but a 
good butcher as well. Oh boy! 
we lived high for a while. 

As previously stated, Gar- 
diner’s Island was primitive 
in those days, and a delight- 
ful place it was. 


“Long Island Whalers” by Paul 
Bailey, $1. Address the L. I. Forum, 
Amityville. 





Forum Articles Cited 


Among the histcrical articles in 
New York State publications dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1955 cited 
by James Taylor Dunn, Librarian, 
New York State Historical Associa- 
tion, are the following from the 
Long Island Forum. 
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Own Journal; When Bryant Lived 
at Roslyn. 

Iris and Alonzo Gibbs’ Black 
Tom, Oyster Bay Slave. 

Martha K. Hall’s James L. Seud- 
der, Huntington Artist. 

Dr. John C. Huden’s A Long 
Island Catechism. 

George R. Van Allen’s The Rise 
of Malverne. 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood’s The 
Shelter Island Windmill; South- 
old’s Great Western Mill. 

“The Long Island Indian” by 
Robert R. Coles, $1. Address The 
Little Museum, 7 The Place, Glen 
Cove, N. Y. 


Arabian Nights 


This fabulous Guy Lombardo 
musical extravaganza which played 
to over half a million people last 
year at the cool and colorful Jones 
Beach Theatre, reopened for this 
season on June 23 with a complete- 
ly new look. 


“The Trees of Long Island” by 
George H. Peters, $1. Address the 
L. I. Forum, Amityville, N. Y 


We all enjoy reading the Forum, 
especially Julian Smith’s articles, 
but all are tops. Mrs. Frank Win- 
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From Denmark to Traphagen 


Each year more and more smart 
girls around the world seem to 
want to know how to make and 
design chic clothes in the Ameri- 
can way for themselves—or to de- 
celebrate the victory. Albert G. 
sign and make them for others, or 
for the wholesale industry. 

Mrs. Valborg Matthiesen, pic- 
tured here, is one of the inter- 
national group now attending the 
Traphagen School of Fashion, 
where she is seen at work in a 


classroom in the Clothing Con- 
struction Department. She will 
spend the summer majoring in de- 
sign, draping, dressmaking and 
pattern-making. Mrs. Matthiesen 
comes from Aarhus, Denmark, and 
is one of the many who have come 
from European countries to study 
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Southampton Historical 


Museum 

Meeting House Lane 
Exhibits of early American glass, 
china, textiles, costumes, maps, 
records and Indian relics. Farm 
implements and housekeeping u- 
tensils. Whaling gear. One- 
room schoolhouse. Revolutionary 
barn with old Country Store. 

Open June 12 to Sept. 20 

Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 

Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 








at Traphagen. The school draws 
students from east to west, and 
north to south from Iceland to 
South Africa. 

The program Mrs. Matthiesen is 
following will enable her to carry 
out to perfection any design of her 
own, or to copy identically any 
garment she may see. The dress 
she wears is one of her originals, 
and she is busy working out a 
new idea. The instruction is per- 
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senalized since students enter the 
Clothing Courses individually at 
any time during the year. 

For those who want to study 
fashion drawing and prefer design- 
ing on paper, six-week summer 
classes in Costume Design and 
Illustration open July 11 in the 
Art Department at Traphagen, 
1680 Broadway (52nd St.), New 


York, and longer fall courses will 
begin the first week in October. 








Village House 
Arts, Crafts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. I. 
Open July 1 to October 31 
Tuesdays. Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 


2to5 P. M. Free Admission 
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°Bits of song Island “History 


DURING the Revolution the 

spy leaders on Long Island 
had many messengers whose 
names we do not know. At 
one time they were training 
a new man and gave him 
orders to go to a certain house 
in New Jersey to deliver a 
message. When he reached the 
house, he feared he had made 
a mistake and thinking the 
two young girls he found 
there were Tories, proclaimed 
his loyalty to the King. 

Unfortunately, it was the 
right house, but the wrong 
approach. Suddenly a door 
burst open, and their brother 
rushed into the room. He had 
been listening and seized the 
young man as a traitor. While 
being held as a British spy, 
he managed to get word to 
General Washington who ob- 
tained his release. 

James Fenimore Cooper’s 
wife was related to Robert 
Townsend, a leader in the local 
spy ring and many things in 
Cooper’s book “The Spy,” long 
considered fiction, have been 
proved true, the above arrest 
among other incidents. 

My great-great-grandfather, 
Selah Strong, saved the life 
of a British officer. Not that 
he was fond of the British, 
but he had a good reason for 
saving this man’s life. While 
walking one day with Caleb 
Brewster (of whaleboat fame) 
on the neck on which I now 
live, they saw a British officer 
on the shore below. Brewster 
aimed his gun, but my an- 
cestor stopped him, explaining 
that while Caleb could flee in 
his boat, he himself lived here 
and would have to bear the 
brunt of the shooting. So 
Brewster lowered his gun, and 
the British officer passed on 
safely, little knowing how 
closely death had passed him 
by. As for Selah Strong, I 
imagine he sighed in relief 
when it was over. 

In another of Cooper’s 
novels, “The Pilot,” the hero 
was John Paul Jones. It is 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


Editor’s Note 


Miss Strong, the most widely 
read of Brookhaven town’s several 
local historians, is known there- 
abouts as the historians’ historian 
for having made available to others 
her own great knowledge of that 
town’s past and her extensive fam- 
ily archives. 


said that during the Revol- 
ution, he once came into Port 
Jefferson harbor to repair his 
ship. My uncle was living in 
Paris when an American con- 
sul discovered Jones’ grave in 
a cemetery there. My uncle 
later wrote of the procession 
when his remains were car- 
ried with great pomp and 


ceremony, to an American 
warship to be brought to 
Annapolis. 

There the powers-that-be 
had difficulty choosing his 
final resting place. As the cof- 
fin was very heavy, the boys 
got very weary toting it 
around. At last it was de- 
cided that the cript of the 
Naval Academy chapel was 
the proper place. There he 
rests, the hero of many a 
battle, not only in this coun- 
try, but in the Crimea where 
he later fought as an Admiral 
in the Russian Navy. Young- 
sters who visit his grave must 
thrill to hear of his heroic 
naval exploits for this 
country. 
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“THE GEOLOGY OF LONG ISLAND” 
By Robert R. Coles 
Contributing Editor, Long Island Forum 


This limited edition of 500 numbered copies tells 
the complete story of the island’s geologic background 
in simple language. A clearly printed, illustrated 
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Campaign of Long Ago 





A century and more ago Horace 
Greeley, the journalist, said that 
Long Island was noted for fish and 
Loco Focos, a Tammany faction. 
The election of William H. Seward 
of Auburn as Governor in 1838 had 
caused rejoicing among the Whigs 
at the East End. A contingent from 
Southold with the Thalian Band 
sailed over to Sag Harbor to help 
Case led the band and alternated 
between fiddle and clarinet. John 
Vail, Billy Cochran and his brother 
John and others played fiddles 
while Uncle Elam Horton blew the 
flute and Volney and Charlie Hor- 
ton played bass viols. 

The Presidential campaign of 
1840 of William Henry Harrison, 
Whig, and Martin Van Buren, Dem- 
ocrat, brought great political ex- 
citement to Long Island. Harrison 
was a descendant of the Hortons, 
Tuthills and Cleves of the North 
Fork. Van Buren, the son of an inn- 
keeper, had been elected President 
in 1836 by an electoral college 
vote of 170 to 73, but Harrison de- 
feated him in 1840 by 236 to 60. 

The Sag Harbor Corrector, edited 
by Henry W. Hunt, was the Whizs’ 
mou‘hviece in Suffolk County whiie 
the Watchman, edited by Samuel 
Phillips at Sag Harbor, spoke for 
the Loco Focos. In early August the 
Loco Foco Democrats met in the 
Old First Church at Southold and 
a large delegation attended from 
Orient. Southold Harrisonites met 
in Thalian Hall over Cockran’s car- 
penter shop south of the Universal- 
ist Church, and the two opposing 
camps became intensely hot during 
the campaign. When the Whigs 
erected a pole surmounted by a 
liberty cup, the Loco Focos brought 
a tall mast with topmast from 
Greenport and erected it near the 
Whig standard, placing a bottle of 
brandy beneath the spar. This use 
of intoxicants brought much com- 
ment from the Whigs. 

Later the Loco Focos held a big 
mass meeting at Greenport, and 
General Williamson cf South 
Jamesport brought a big delega- 
tion from the west end of the 
town. From the East Marion sec- 
tion John Oakley Ireland, a native 
of Amityville who had a store in 
Greenport, led them on a black 
pony. In line were several four- 
horse teams. Congressman Eli 
M>sore who addressed the meeting 
cried out at one point, “If demo- 
cracy must fall, let it fall with her 
colors nailed to the mast.” 

On Saturday, October 17 the 
Whigs held a mass meeting at 
Southold. Seventy Whigs came 
from Sag Harbor with a 17-piece 
brass band. Among them were 
Judge Abraham Topping Rose, 
Samuel Huntting, Judge Samuel H. 
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Rose and Dr. P. Parker King. A 
large white muslin banner was 
raised bearing the words: “Harri- 
cn end Reform.” It had been pro- 
cured through Major Hodgkins of 
New York, a summer resident. 
Speeches were made by Dr. King, 
Lawyer Joseph Hull Goldsmith and 
others. The naticnal slogan used by 
Harrison followers, “Tippecanoe 
and Tyler Too” was shouted time 
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and again. Many campaign songs 
were sung. 

It was during this campaign 
that Daniel Webster spoke at Pat- 
chogue for the Whigs and most of 
the county was represented in 
the big tent meeting. Following 
Earrison’s. election equally big 
celebrations were staged. 

Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 
Senior Contributing Editor 
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Bailey’s Long Island History 


A limited number of sets of 
the Long Island History, com- 
piled by Paul Bailey and pub- 
lished last year by the Lewis 
Historical Publishing Com- 
pany of New York, has been 
made available through the 
Long Island Forum at one- 
third off the publishers’ price. 


This drastic reduction from 
the original price of $46.50 is 
made possible by eliminating 
volume 3 which consists en- 
tirely of biographical sketches. 

Volumes 1 and 2 comprise 
the complete History as com- 
piled by Editor Bailey and 
written by leading authorities 
in every field, consisting of 
more than 1000 pages, 43 
chanters and 200 illustrations. 

These handsomely printed 
and bound deluxe hooks (size 
8x1034, inches) will be sent, 
while they last, in the same 
order that applications are re- 
ceived. Price $30. 

Besides the complete history 
of the island, from its discov- 
ery, including chapters on geo- 


logy and archaeology, there 
are separate chapters on each 
of the towns in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, the history 
of the leading church denom- 
inations, whaling, fishing, 
she'l fisheries, agriculture, 
medicine, banking, education, 
aviation and many other sub- 
jects. 

Long Islard Birdlife is com- 
piled by Edwin Way Teale, 
rationally known authority; 
the island’s mammals, by Dr. 
W. J. Hamilton, Cornell zoolo- 
gist. The most extensive cov- 
erage of the island’s Indians 
ever printel was prepared by 
John H. Morice. Among the 
authors represented are J. 
Russel Spravrue, Dr. Oscar G. 
Darlington, Dr. Clarence Ash- 
ton Wood, Miss Jacaveline 
Overton, Rev. John K. Sharp, 
Chester R. Blakelock, Osborn 
Shaw, Herbert F. Ricard, 
Preston R. Bassett. Robert R. 
Coles. Halsey B. Knap», 
Nancy Bovd Willev. Mary F. 
Bell—in all more than forty 
such authorities. 


Address: LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Amityville, N. Y. 


Tel. AMityville 4-0554 
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“Please, Joe, try to keep the lather 
away from the egg.” 
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Makeshifts, makeshifts... when the only good solution to 
all your hot water worries is an Automatic GAS water heater. 
You pay less first cost, less operating cost, yet get more hot 
water faster! Shave, bath, wash dishes or load-after-ioad of 
clothes...GAS is always ready with ample clean water at 

correct high temperature! See us 


only Gac ( for correct size! 


automatic water heaters give fh 
hot water 3 times faster 
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HAVE YOU USED YOUR SPECIAL $20 CERTIFICATE YET?.... If you are 
a regular LILCO gas customer, you received LIL’S birthday gift certificate recently. That 
certificate is good toward the purchase of any additional gas appliance. . . .Use it to change 


from coal or oil to GAS for water heating... .Add LILCO’S regular allowance on non-gas 


water heating equipment... .You'll save $45 if you act now! 


Pate 

EP? 
Get full details and demonstra- ars For hotter water, whiter washes 
tion at your local appliance also ask us about liberal terms 
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our local business office. 4 Y matic Gas Water Heater. 
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For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 














Wining and Dining 
in the Continental Tradition, 
superb, leisurely, inexpensive, 


will be yours to enjoy, at the 
entirely new 


RENDEZVOUS 
Restaurant 


292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 














STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 180 
Faetory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 














Enroute to the Hamptons 
on Montauk Highway 


visit CASA BASSO 224 
Enjoy the Best 


Luncheon and Dinner 


Westhampton 4-1841 
Closed on Mondays 














Who Remembers Hungry Harbor. 


That was the name, when I was 
a boy, of a small section of swamp 
and meadowgrass to the southeast 
of Valley Stream. Maybe it got its 
name because one would get so 
hungry swinging a scythe for sev- 
eral hours, as I knew from exper- 
ience. It was at Hungry Harbor 
that I first saw horses wearing 
meadow-shves, consisting of a block 
of hard wooa covered with leather 
to be strappei and buckled to the 
hoof. They would keep a _ horse 
from sinking in. 

The black-giass and three-square- 
grass were © better quality but 
the wild upland grass was perhaps 
more plentiful. Used by farmers 


for feed and bedding, a one-horse 
load could be purchased for $3 and 
a team load for $5 delivered. 

The cutting and harvesting re- 
quired strong arms, sharp tools 
and a careful watch on the weath- 
er. The cutting usually began 
August 1. Being too young to cut, 
my job was to pole the hay that 
had been cut to ground above high 
tides. This required two long poles 
and four strong arms. 

Old timers called harvesting the 
hay “going on the mash” or “mash- 
ing” — derived from the word 
marsh. I well recall one oldtimer 
named Reisert who was a success- 
ful truck far:ner in that section. 

George E. Hart 
Wading River 
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Old, 
End of the Trail 
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for a Ceatury and a Half 








All Sports - Unusal - Relaxing 
Excellent Rooms and Cottages 
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AAA and Duncan Hines Approved 
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Montauk Point 
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“Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Kabylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 











For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 














HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 
AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 

















The Shoreham 


**On The Great South Bay** 
Since 1903 


Specializing in SEA FOOD 





$pecial Luncheons Daily 
Foot of Foster Ave. Sayville 
Tel. SAyville 4-0060 


CLOSED MONDAYS 

















YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


he Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skilifully prepared and promptly served, 


.. is primed to meet the better taste. 
123 Louden Avenue _ Tel. AMityville 4-4000 
“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO’VE TRIED IT” 


Amityville, L. I. 
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